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NEWSLETTER -- 2025

HELPING WITH OUR WORSHIP FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL:

Ushers:
6:  Mark Bassett & Alyssa Imus Liturgist: Lisa Magsamen
13:  Carl & Melinda Smith (Palm Sunday)

17:  Marjorie Reinsch (Maundy Thursday)

20: Kevin & Stasia Bassett (Easter)

27:  Doug & Barb Morrow

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN's MEETING: Wednesday, April 9th

PW will meet Wednesday, April 9" at 10:30 a.m. in the lounge. Pastor David will
provide lesson nine: Sustaining Creation’s Health for All. All women are invited to
join us!



FROM THE PASTOR:

Brothers and Sisters,

I am continuing to write about spiritual disciplines for the newsletter. This month I’'m writing about fasting,
which is kind of appropriate since it’s Lent. We’re not that familiar with the practice of fasting in our tradition,
so we’ll start with this definition: “Fasting is a voluntary denial of normal functioning”.

Granted, most of us associate fasting with food, but this definition makes room for so much more. For example,
friends of mine fast from social media while others fast from shopping and still others fast from television or
watching sports. The list of things that we can fast from is really endless and what we choose to fast from
reveals those things that control us.

The goal of fasting is to use our hunger pangs or yearning for an activity as reminders to open ourselves to
God’s presence. Our awareness of self-denial serves as a prompt to think about God, to offer a prayer, or to
engage in some other spiritual activity. Even when we break our fast, we turn our attention to God to give
thanks for the gift of whatever we were fasting from.

I’m not sure why fasting isn’t encouraged more in our tradition. Dallas Willard says, “fasting confirms our utter
dependence upon God who provides sustenance beyond food”. Truly, the foundational message of fasting is
that we can give up anything but our relationship with God.

Shalom,
Pastor David

NEW STORIES....

About 30 years ago, the Lily Foundation did a wonderful thing for Indiana churches. They created the
Center for Congregations. The Center for Congregations provides resources like training, consultation, and
mentoring to Indiana congregations. Auburn Presbyterian was one of only 20 congregations invited to be a
part of an experiment. This project is an attempt to change the story of the church. Right now, stories of
scarcity and decline define mainline churches, but that isn't the whole story. People in congregations have
an alternative to this with stories of life, abundance, and promise. These are the stories that we hope to use
to "flip the script" and emphasize a different narrative of congregational life. Pastor will be in touch with
you to explore how to use these stories to counteract the dominating stories of doom and gloom.



Imagine the joy when your gift changes someone’s life — both the joy they will feel in being changed and the
joy you will feel in knowing that your gift is changing lives. As Christians, we talk about God
providing us with blessings of all kinds in abundance, but there are many in the world who
live with less than what they need. Surely our God calls us to be sharers of abundance. You
can be a channel through whom God satisfies the hungry, comforts the distressed, and brings
hope to the poor and oppressed. Create more joy in the world with your generous gift to One
Great Hour of Sharing. Offering Envelopes will be included in your

bulletin each Sunday through the Lenten Season.

EASTER LILIES: The gift of plants for use during the Easter season is a beautiful
way to remember a loved one, honor an individual or celebrate a special occasion. The
church will be purchasing 10 Easter lilies this year. To participate in purchasing a
Lilly, you may call the church office at 925-2987. The cost of the lilies will be $20
each. Acknowledgments will be printed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. The Easter
plants may be taken any time after the 10 a.m. worship service on Easter morning.

Sunday, April 13: 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday with Communion being served.
Thursday, April 17: 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service in the Chapel.
Communion will be served.
Friday, April 18: 6:30 p.m. Community Good Friday Service at the First United Methodist
Church. APC will be participating in the service.
Sunday, April 20 8:30 a.m. Easter morning breakfast in fellowship hall. A pancake and
EASTER sausage breakfast with fruit and pastries, coffee and juice will be
provided by the men of the church and the Fellowship Committee.
10:00 a.m. Easter morning Worship Service. Communion will be served.
Friends,

The mission Committee would like to thank the people who sent in meaningful Scriptures/
devotions/meditations. Our initial plan was to create a daily devotional for the year, but that
plan got pared down. We decided to do a devotional for Holy Week. We will distribute a
devotional book that offers you two devotionals a day for the seven days of Holy Week
beginning the Monday after Palm Sunday. Again, thanks to the congregation and the people on
the Committee who made this devotional possible.




