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2025 NEWSLETTER

BUILDING AND GROUNDS ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FAIR PARKING - B & G COMMITTEE NEEDING VOLUNTEERS:

The Building & Grounds Team will be raising money during the week of the DeKalb
County Free Fall Fair by collecting donations to park. We rely on volunteers to park the
cars and accept donations. Please call the church office if you can arrange your schedule
to help out during one of the following days. We are hoping to get the parking lot across
the street again this year so we will need at least 3-4 volunteers if possible on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, (On Friday and Saturday we have 3 hour shifts and will need
volunteers to again fill both places.) Also, if you would like to reserve a parking place for the week, the cost
is $40 for church members. To reserve a spot please call the church office at 925-2987 before Monday,
Sept. 22nd.

Monday, September 22: 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. (Morrows)

Tuesday, September 23: 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 24: 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. (Nixons)

Thursday, September 25: 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Friday, September 26: 8:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. (three hour shifts)

Saturday, September 27:: 8:00 a.m. through 8:00 p.m. (three hour shifts) (Imuss)




FROM THE PASTOR:

Brothers and Sisters-

In Matthew 20 it says, “...whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants
to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve...” This month
I’m writing about another challenging spiritual disciplines — service.

I am struck by the commitment to service and care that Jesus modeled in his life and ministry. Jesus did not
worry about himself but concerned himself with the needs of others. He took the time and made the effort to
make sure others were fed, comfortable, healed, or accepted before he took care of his own needs. That is the
model to which we aspire.

It’s hard for us to regularly practice being of service and altruism is a rare quality in our world. When we serve,
we want to be recognized. We expect something for our efforts — at least a thank you. And we want to decide
who deserves our care, service, and effort. Most of our service is what Richard Foster calls, “self-righteous
service”.

Mother Teresa is well known for her service in the slums of Calcutta. When asked how she developed the
practice of true service, she said, “I see God in every human being. When I wash the leper’s wounds, I feel I am
nursing the Lord himself. Is it not a beautiful experience?” A key to practicing the discipline of service is
developing a different perspective. When we see others as created in the beloved image of God, service
becomes an act of faith.

True service also requires us to divorce ourselves from our ego. We are called to be of service without
calculating what we get out of it or how our service might benefit us. True service is offered nonjudgmentally,
simply because it’s the right thing to do.

If you’re like me, there are a million excuses that I can find to not serve. Sometimes those reasons are valid, and
the situation is such that we shouldn’t serve, but, more often than not, there is no good reason not to care for the

needs of another.

Shalom, Pastor David

WE WILL BEGIN WORSHIPPING IN THE SANCTUARY ON SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14™.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!



WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS:

Dear Friends,

Each Sunday the morning worship service has many volunteers who dedicate their time to help make
everything run smoothly. Without our volunteers and their commitment to the church it would be very difficult
to hold the meaningful worship service that everyone relies on every Sunday. We are so thankful to each and
every one of our volunteers.

One of the duties each Sunday is Ushering. This is the person that greets you on Sunday mornings and
provides you with your bulletin. You also get to collect the offering and take it to the Pastor during the
Doxology. It is a great way for everyone to get to know you and a way to serve the Lord and His Church! Our
ushers are always assisted by a head usher in case there are questions or concerns.

Of course, it's very hard to call everyone to request date preferences so the secretary randomly filled
names into the dates. She started by using the current elders and spouses. If you would rather not participate or
if the date that was chosen for you does not work with your schedule, PLEASE don't hesitate to give her a call
so changes can be made. (925-2987) We want to keep everyone happy and proud to be a member of the Auburn
Presbyterian Church!

2025 USHER SCHEDULE - (Communion days are highlighted)

SEPTEMBER: JANUARY:

7: Outside Worship — no ushers needed 4: Lisa & Jason Magsamen

14: Teresa Ewing & Polly Bassett 11:  David & Cheryl John /Communion
21:  Mark Bassett and Marjorie Reinsch (Baptism of the Lord

28:  Carl & Melinda Smith 18:  Stan & Mary Wilson

25:  Polly Bassett Judy Ditmars
OCTOBER:
5: Phil Bryan, Joe Dick/ Communion
12:  Jan Nagel and Susan Buttermore
19: Mary and Stan Wilson
26: Barb & Doug Morrow

NOVEMBER:

2: David & Veronique Poudrier

9: Ross & Nancy Clark

16: Norm & Peg Yoder

23:  Judy Ditmars & Joyce Phillips/
Communion (Christ the King)

30:  Jim & Julia Nixon

DECEMBER:

7: Peggy Jones & David Smith

14:  Gary & Elaine LeFever

21: Joey Aiken & Ruth Randinelli

24 Carl & Melinda Smith /Communion
(Christmas Eve)

28:  Jan Nagel and Susan Buttermore




PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Presbyterian Women's Circle will start up again beginning in September. The first meeting will be
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10th AT 10:30 A.M in the lounge of the church. Our new study books
have arrived. They are from the 2025-26 PW/Horizons Bible Study “Finding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in
Jesus Christ” by Rhashell D. Hunter. The cost is $14 and you may pick one up in the church office. The lesson
for our first meeting will be lesson one: Mary Magdalene, the Tower. Our lessons will be led by Pastor David.
All women are invited and encouraged to attend.

PW RUMMAGE SALE

October 16,17, & 18: 8:30 a.m. -5 p.m.
Presbyterian Women will be holding another Rummage Sale on October 16, 17, & 18.

% % 0% Please start saving your items now. If you don't have a place to store your items until
October, we are designating a room in the basement for that purpose, so you can bring your
items anytime. Items needed are winter clothing (it is easier for the women, if clothing is

brought on hangers), kitchen and decorative items, bedding, and holiday decorations. Please be sure your items

are in good  condition.

If you can spare a day, an afternoon, or even just an hour or two to help sort, mark, sell, or pack, please feel
free to join! Don’t forget to start saving your strong sturdy shopping bags with handles (from department
stores) for the sale. You may drop them off anytime in the church office.

PW needs some strong men and boys to help with moving heavy items for the rummage sale. There are items
in the Boy Scout room that will need to be moved to Fellowship hall. Please see Judy or Cheryl if you can help.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT:




This church is very active in mission and ministry. We are a vital church, which is reflected in the many things
that go on around the building and with the congregation. The Leadership Committee is gearing up and will be
looking for people who are interested in using their gifts to serve the church. If you are asked to be a part of the
leadership for the church we hope you will prayerfully consider being a larger part of the mission of this church.

Specifically, we seek three new Session members (for a three year term), three members
to serve as Deacons (for a three year term) one APC Foundation member, and two at-
large members of the congregation to serve on the 2026 Leadership Development
Committee.

For more information or to personally suggest potential leaders, contact Tim Miller or
Julia Nixon.

Auburn Presbyterian Church
(260) 925-2987  www.auburnpc.org
111 West Twelfth Street ¢ Auburn, IN 46706
Rev. Dr. David Lawrence

August 12, 2025
Dear Friends:

A few years ago, the Building and Grounds Committee was advised that we needed to replace the
sanctuary roof. That started a process which involved getting other opinions, requesting estimates, and
discussing funding. Building and Grounds completed the preliminary work in the spring, and we took our
recommendations to the session where the capital project was approved.

Part of the preliminary work was applying for a Smock Grant. We received Smock Grant for $20,000,
which led us to consider having the sanctuary roof replaced with metal shingles. These shingles are
almost identical to asphalt shingles but have a life expectancy of 70-80 years. The longevity of metal
roofing, combined with some elders’ positive experience, made metal the wisest choice, despite the
cost. The cost of this project is $96,225.

We are blessed with resources, but this is a huge undertaking. Two years ago, we had begun putting
money aside for the roof and we have also received some congregational support, but, as | write this
letter, we are approximately $13,000 short of paying for the roof. This congregation has a history of
responding to requests for support for building projects. Church leadership hopes you will repeat that
history and join with us to help reach our goal.

Our sanctuary is a beautiful building and a centerpiece of Auburn. It has remained that way for all these
years thanks to regular maintenance and care. The roof project is part of that regular care, and we ask
that you join us in the work of maintaining our place of worship. Thank you.

Shalom,

Rev. Dr. David Lawrence



NEW ROOF NEEDED FOR THE SANCTUARY

The sanctuary roof needs to be replaced, and the Session is taking on this project. We want the congregation to
be a part of this capital improvement effort, too. For the next three months, we will be actively asking for
contributions for the roof replacement. If you're able to participate in this plea, please mark “ROOF” on the
memo line of your check or indicate in some way that you are giving to the roof project.

OLD FASHIONED
CHURCH POTLUCK PICNIC

SUNDAY, SPETEMBER 7™FOLLOWING
WORSHIP

The Fellowship Committee will provide meat, drink and table
service. Everyone else is encouraged to bring a passing
dish to share!




We will be eating at the new picnic tables under our pavilion on the east
side of the church. Please mark your calendars and join in on the good food
and Fellowship!!!



